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Lights go out on Pottstown July 4th fireworks

Monday, February 25,2013

Fireworks brighten the night sky of
Memorial Park the finale of the

Pottstown July 4th

celebration.strickphoto

The ax has finally fallen on the Pottstown Fourth of July celebration.

The committee that plans the annual event announced last week that the fireworks have been canceled for
this year. The parade will go on, but most events in Memorial Park including the popular evening fireworks

display will not be held. The decision was made in December because a $30,000 three-year contract with the

fireworks company requires early notification and a sizeable deposit of $23,000.

Marcia Levengood and Chip Smale, co-chairs of the planning committee, said the group is hoping to raise

$20,000 to stage the parade. If they can get more, an expanded celebration will be resurrected in 2014.

The news comes after several years of struggle to raise the $60,000 needed for a two-day celebration
including a parade and fireworks that has become a tradition in Pottstown since it started 34 years ago. The

celebration has always been funded entirely through community donations, with no tax dollars allocated for

the event. In recent years, donations have been hard to come by and slow to come in, creating a last-minute
plea each year to keep the celebration afloat.

The fireworks have annually attracted thousands from throughout the region to Memorial Park, and many will

be disappointed this year to see the tradition halted.

Some will say the committee should have done more; others will blame The Mercury for being the force that

started this celebration 30-some years ago and for not being able to sustain the level of community

enthusiasm to keep it going.
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Truth is, much has changed in Pottstown in 34 years, and the July 4th celebration didn’t change with it.

New faces and new ideas offered to the committee have been declined. Suggestions to contract with a more

local vendor (the current one is in Maryland) for a shorter, less expensive fireworks show were not pursued.

Proposals on charging a few dollars for fireworks parking were not pursued.

Committee members deserve the credit, to be sure, for long hours putting together a celebration they thought

suited the Pottstown area. But that may have been the downfall.

The community and the committee might have been better served by asking what people wanted and
soliciting ideas on how to pay for it instead of working so hard to do the same thing year after year.

No one wants to see Pottstown lose its July 4th celebration, especially the fireworks. It’s more than a light

show in the sky -- it’s a tradition of families coming together and celebrating a patriotic moment, together as a
community.

Together as a community is the only way it can be resurrected and saved for future years.

We urge the committee to take a second try at recreating itself as a community leadership entity that involves
more people, solicits new ideas, and pursue new avenues of fundraising.

Ask the people in Pottstown what they want to see in a July 4th celebration and get their ideas on how to pay

for it.

The community might be able to bring back what it’s lost and have fireworks on the Fourth once again.
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