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Pottstown 4th of July fireworks canceled due to

lack of funds

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc.com

Sunday, February 24,2013

Fireworks will not be part of

Pottstown’s July 4th celebration this
year. Photo by John Strickler/The

Mercury

POTTSTOWN — There will be no fireworks this year for the July 4th celebration.

Fourth of July Committee co-chairpersons Marcia Levengood and Chip Smale, who are brother and sister,

confirmed the news in a press release.

“A lack of substantial financial support has forced the cancellation of Pottstown’s 2013 fireworks display and

almost all activities conducted in Memorial Park,” according to the release.

To mount this year’s parade, which is still being planned, the committee still needs to raise more than
$20,000.

Putting on the traditional two-day celebration with fireworks costs $60,000, said Levengood.

“The Celebration Committee is hopeful that the community will be generous with contributions,” the press
release said.

“We would like to provide the full range of activities at Memorial Park in 2014, provided funding is
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obtained,” the release stated, adding “any excess (collected for this year’s event) will be earmarked for the
2014 celebration.”

Levengood said the committee made the decision in December because a $30,000 three-year contract with

the fireworks company requires early notification and a sizeable deposit of $23,000.

“The money just wasn’t there,” she said. “We can’t every year have all the money come in at the last

minute.”

The parade will be held, said Smale, and some event partners, like the Rotary Club, have expressed an
interest in still holding their events in Memorial Park.

Those decisions can be made later in the year, he said.

The annual event has been a Pottstown tradition for 34 years and has always been funded by donations from
the community.

In recent years, however, fundraising has lagged and many in the borough have said the surrounding

communities which enjoy the free events should step up and share more of the cost burden, a sentiment
echoed by the co-chairpersons.

They also said they have to contend with the misconception that the event is funded through taxpayer dollars

in Pottstown.

“That is absolutely not the case,” Smale said. “The police are out there, but we have to pay for that,” he said,

adding it is one of the event’s largest expenses.

The organization, Independence Day LTD, is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization recognized as such by the
IRS, said Smale, and donations fund every aspect of the entire event.

“We are confident that the community donations will permit the 2013 celebration and set a foundation to

plan an expanded 2014 celebration,” according to the press release.

Contribution checks should be made out to Independence Day LTD, 230 Beech St., Pottstown, PA 19464.

Follow Evan Brandt on Twitter @PottstownNews
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