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✔ Ambulatory Aids
✔ Bathroom Safety
✔ Home Oxygen and APNEA Therapy
✔ Wheelchairs and Scooters
✔ Braces and Supports - Certified Fitters
✔ Ostomy and Incontinent Supplies
✔ Surgical Stockings
✔ Mastectomy Products
✔ Diabetic Shoes

Refill Your Prescriptions Online at www.professionalpharmacy.com

FREE
DELIVERY

& SETUP of
MEDICAL

EQUIPMENT

• Durable
MedicalEquipment

• Respiratory Care
• Pharmacy

JOINT COMMISSION
ACCREDITEDEQUIPMENT SALES ❉ RENTALS ❉ SERVICE

M-F 7:30-10; SAT./SUN. 9-10 HOLIDAYS 9-9

Pottstown
610-323-2115

920 N. CHARLOTTE ST.

M-F 8-9; SAT.9-9; SUN. 9-7; HOLIDAYS 10-4

Pennsburg
215-679-9700

931 MAIN ST.

17865001
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Welcome to Pottstown’s Fourth of July

MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt
www.pottsmerc.com

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the
Pottstown Fourth of July celebration, a hometown
"homecoming" celebration inspired by a 1978 gas
shortage that made vacationing out of town diffi-
cult and expensive.

Sound familiar? This summer's record-high gas
prices once again have people looking for alterna-
tives to road trips, and the Pottstown area Fourth
of July fits the bill.

And after two years of inclement weather hin-
dering the celebration, this year promises to be
one the area will not soon forget. 

Spanning from June 29, through the fireworks
display on the Fourth, the festivities are packed
with traditional favorites, as well as some new
exciting attractions.

Look throughout the pages of this program to
read about all of them.

To commemorate this year's Fourth festivities,
The Mercury is proud to present the area with this
30th anniversary program as a free guide to the
many events, as well as a retrospective look back
through the years.

As a buildup to the Fourth, The Mercury has
printed a community page of photos each week in
the paper and a photo slide show online at
www.pottsmerc.com with a sampling from the past
30 years.

This memorable look back has showcased pho-
tos of the popular High Street parade, hot air bal-
loons, fireworks, the annual duck race and the
faces of the thousands who have attended year
after year, making the Fourth of July one of
Pottstown's landmark events.

The Fourth of July committee includes several
members who have made this extravaganza hap-
pen year after year after year, some since the very
beginning in 1978. 

But while the Fourth events have always been
staged by this committee of volunteers, it has
always been funded by community donations, and
continues to be. Residents are reminded to donate
to the Fourth of July celebration in its 30th year,
for without that support, the festivities can not go
on.

Checks should be made payable to the Fourth of
July committee. Donations for the Pottstown
Fourth of July celebration can be mailed to: The
Pottstown School District, Attention Mary Ann
Peters, Beech and Penn streets, Pottstown, PA
19464. Contributors' names will be printed in The
Mercury.

STEVE BATTEN
Advertising Director

HATTIE ECKMAN
Retail Advertising Manager

MARY ANN MATALAVAGE
Classified Manager

CINDY EISENHAUER
Penny Pincher Manager

Photos by John Strickler, Dan Creighton/The Mercury
Cover design by William H. Coldren Jr./The Mercury

To effectively promote your business,
Please contact the advertising department at 610-970-4452.

To subscribe to The Mercury, Call 610-323-4500

A Journal Register Company

TOM ABBOTT Publisher

NANCY MARCH Editor

This special community feature published by

Still keeping people local 30 years later
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Congratulations

Pottstown
4th of July Homecoming

30th Anniversary

Now That’s A
M-Sat. 10-7

Open July 4

10-2

1300 N. Charlotte St.,
Ste 14A

Pottstown

610-326-1110

From

The GREAT
PARTY!
Store
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Organizing Co-Chairs
Bill Krause & John Reber

Commemorative Hats 
& Web site
Christopher Stafy

Historian and Little 
League Organizer
Charley Daniels

Logistical Organizer
Joseph Wanish

Homecoming Queens 
Fundraiser Organizer
Gina Epps

Crafters Organizer
Pat Keim

Vendors Co-Organizers
Ron Moyer & Clyde Wasson 

Fundraising & Amusements
Karen Imes

Golf Carts & Transportation
Bonnie & Kenny Mace

Promotion & Marketing
Hildegard Rutter

Accounting & Tax Filing
Bruce Weeber, CPA

Bookkeeping & Treasurer
MaryAnn Peters

Calendar Organizer
Roy Reifsnyder

Fireworks Organizer
Chief Richard Lengel

Police Organizer
Cpl. Charles McClincey

Fire Police Organizer
James Smale

Hot Air Balloon
Blair & Joanne Beard

"Million Different Things"
Organizer
Eileen Schlegel
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YOUR NAME HERE!
Keep the fireworks coming! The committee is always looking for new volunteers to help make Pottstown's

premier summer celebration the best it can be. If you are interested in joining next year's Fourth of July com-
mittee, please call John Reber at 610-970-6607. All are welcome!

SPECIAL THANKS
The committee wishes to extend an extra special "thank you" to the following, for none of this would have

been possible without their kindness and contributions:  Twin Ponds Golf Club for the use of their golf carts
each year since 1987, The Hat Sales Team including Ron Moyer, Larry Mull, Chris & Abbey Yeager, Bill & Jen
Pengelly, Jon Stafy, Gilbert "Penny the Clown" Pennypacker (a long time former committee member), Earl
Rimel (deceased), and Mayor Edward Jameson (deceased) whose love of Pottstown started this all, Coventry
Mall, AAMCO, Reading Phillies, Amy's Attic, AAA of Pottstown, Memories & More, Pottstown Parks &
Recreation, Stearley Motor Freight, Pottstown School District, Borough of Pottstown, CMD Services, The
Mercury, Printing Images Inc., Zap Digital, and Sherwin Williams Pottstown.

2008 Fourth of July Committee Members
This year's Fourth of July Celebration could not have been possible without the countless hours of hard work and

unwavering dedication from the following people, some of which began this landmark celebration 30 years ago with
the original committee. 



Ask the Jeweler
Hello, my name is Scott Boyer and I am the CEO of
Douglas Diamonds in Pottstown. I am an appraiser,
designer, and a teacher. I teach a middle school and
high school gemology class at West-Mont Christian
Academy. As you can guess I receive many questions
through out the year about all the different aspects of
the jewelry industry. Not only do I receive many ques-
tions from my students, but I also receive many ques-
tions from customers. Some of the questions are easy
for me to answer, and some are very difficult and take
a little researching in my extensive gemological
library. One thing that I do know for sure is I love being
challenged with questions as it not only educates the
person asking it but also myself in finding the answer.
As a result I decided to start a column where people
can ask me a question and then receive the answer in
the coming weeks. Every Sunday I will try to include 2
or 3 answers to questions I receive over the course of
the week. Please write or email me your questions.
They can be about gems, jewelry, jewelry repairs, pre-
cious metals, anything related to the jewelry industry
and I will try my best to answer your questions.

Candace from Pottsgrove asks: “If rubies are red
sapphires then why do they have a special name?”

Thank you for the great question Candace. Rubies and
Sapphires both belong to the mineral group corundum
so a blue sapphire, pink sapphire, yellow sapphire,
green sapphire, and a red sapphire or ruby are all the
same mineral, it’s just trace amounts of different ele-
ments that give them their different colors. Rubies
and Sapphires have been main contendors in jewelry
for literally thousands of years. With todays technolo-
gies we can recognize that ruby is a red sapphire as it
is the same mineral as a blue sapphire, however,
2000 years ago gem traders didn’t know that they
were, in a way, the same thing. Ruby was red and Sap-
phire was blue. Being as all the other colors of sap-
phire (pink, green, yellow, purple, etc.) were never as
common or popular in jewelry as the blue sapphire
and the red ruby they were never really given “special
names”. Ruby is actually the only corundum that has
a different name. All other corundum varieties are
named by their color followed by the word sapphire.
So, fast forward 2000 years to today and we have the
ability to know that they are the same mineral but you
can’t just throw out the name that red sapphire has
been called for all eternity so it holds its “special
name” of ruby.
**An interesting note for those of you that didn’t know that red
sapphire is ruby, there are several other common gems that are
related. Here is a couple listed for you: Amethyst is purple quartz
while citrine is yellow quartz. Emerald is green beryl while aqua-
marine is a light blue beryl.**

For comments on the answers to these questions or
to ask your own questions please write to

Douglas Diamonds 1300 N Charlotte St.,
Pottstown, PA 19464 or - email

scott@douglasdiamondscorp.com17865301

Come in any time during
normal business hours

and get cash for
your unwanted jewelry!
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astick Furniture began in
1973 when Eli and
Sonia Lastick, along with
their son Jerry, opened in
the Eagle Lodge building

at 310 High Street in
Downtown Pottstown.

Quickly outgrowing that
location, the Lastick’s
purchased 269 E. High and
has made that
their permanent location for the
past 35 years and counting.

In 1985, Sonia and Eli’s
daughter Marsha entered the
family business. Jerry and
Marsha’s spouses both joined
the family team in 1986. Rhea
ran the office and Martin the
flooring division. In 1988,
Sonia and Eli retired leaving
the family business in the
capable hands of their son
Jerry and daughter Marsha.

Due to the overwhelming
success of the flooring division
and the need for a warehouse,

Lastick’s purchased, in 1989,
the old J.C. Penny’s building at
301 High Street. Martin
continues to operate and
manage the flooring store and
has since 1989.

In 2003, Lastick Furniture
added an additional 7000
sq.ft. of showroom dedicated
to their best selling line, Broyhill
Furniture. In 2004, due to the
overwhelming success of the
gallery, Lastick’s converted the
entire first floor to Broyhill.
Lastick Furniture is the largest
showcase of Broyhill furniture in
the area.

Today, Lastick Furniture boasts
a 35,000 sq.ft. showroom
packed with the hottest styles
and best values in furniture.
Jerry and Marsha, along with
their 25 employees, can
design, deliver and service
each individual customer’s
needs. Although Lastick
Furniture has grown in size over
the years, Jerry says, “We still

provide our customers with
personalized sales and family-
style service.”

Sadly, Jerry and Marsha’s mom
Sonia passed away in 1999.
Their dad and co- founder Eli,
85 years young, still loves
coming to work on the
weekends.

The Lastick family looks forward
to many more years of service
to Pottstown and the
surrounding communities. Thank
you to all our loyal customers
for 35 years of success.

L
QUALITY AND LASTING VALUE FOR 35 YEARS

OPEN
7

DAYS

Furniture and Discount
Floor Coverings

www.lastickfurniture.com
THREE HOURS FREE PARKING

in Downtown Pottstown
High & Charlotte Streets

Downtown Pottstown
610-323-4000 or 1-800-325-4645
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Come in any time
during normal

business hours and
get cash for your

unwanted jewelry!
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To donate to the Fourth of July fund, send a check made payable
to Fourth of July Committee to: Mary Ann Peters, c/o Pottstown
Fourth of July Committee, Pottstown School District, P.O. Box
779, Beech and Penn streets, Pottstown, PA 19464. Your check may
also be dropped off at The Mercury.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF
POTTSTOWN'S FOURTH OF JULY
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MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt
www.pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN-First come the cans, then the fireworks.
For the past 30 years, Pottstown has funded its annual Fourth of July celebration by pitting area homecoming

queens against each other in a race to raise the most spare change. 
Collection cans began sprouting up around town this spring with growing frequency after the contest officially

started Thursday, May 1.
The contestants this year are Paige Francesco of Owen J. Roberts High School, Angela Paolucci of Pottsgrove

High School, and Natalee Sassaman of Pottstown High School. 
On average, between $5,000 and $7,500 is raised for this event, according to committee chairwoman Regina Epps.

For the past six years, she and Denis Friz have helped organize the contest.

JUNE UPDATE
St. Pius queen joins penny-a-vote race, thanks to classmates

POTTSTOWN - Merely 17 days left before the Fourth of July holiday, a fourth homecoming queen entered the
"ball."

Since May 1, the homecoming queens from Owen J. Roberts, Pottsgrove and Pottstown high schools competed
to raise the most money in the 2008 Homecoming Queen Penny-A-Vote contest.

St. Pius X usually participates but its queen - Helene Caffarello - was involved in a serious car accident several
months back. But now a few of her classmates, including Jess Jones, will be representing Caffarello through their
efforts to raise money.

On June 12, the other three contestants counted their pennies to date.
Pottsgrove High School's Angela Paolucci remained in the lead.
According to organizer Denis Friz, Pottstown High School senior Natalee Sassaman trailed closely in second

place, followed by Paige Francesco of Owen J. Roberts High School.
Cans with the queen contestants' names and pictures continued to be found in select locations throughout the

region.
The final money count turn-in was July 1.
All proceeds from this contest help to defray the cost of Pottstown's annual Fourth of July celebration.

Homecoming queens use throne for charity

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  JJoohhnn  SSttrriicckklleerr//TThhee  MMeerrccuurryyMeet the Contestants



Paige Francesco, Owen J. Roberts High School
Hometown: Spring City
Activities: cheerleading, school musicals, concert choir, flute player in con-

cert band
Fundraising activities: selling senior shirts and candy grams, and holding

car washes.
Work outside of school: Paige holds two part-time jobs, at Abercrombie &

Fitch in Exton and Limited Two at the Coventry Mall. Later this month, she
is starting a full-time position at a children's day camp at Grace Assembly
Church.

Volunteer activities: she has directed traffic during previous Fourth of July
celebrations for Ludwig's Fire Company. Paige serves in vacation bible school,
youth group, and a Sunday school teacher at Brownback's U.C.C.

Next year's plans: West Chester University, where she plans on studying to
become a secondary math teacher

Why do you want to be the Queen of Pottstown?
"It's exciting. When I was young, I thought, 'Oh man. That would be great.'

They know everyone and have so many friends. It's a great honor," she said.

4th of July Celebration, Friday, July 4, 2008 / 17

Meet the Contestants PPhhoottooss  bbyy  JJoohhnn  SSttrriicckklleerr//TThhee  MMeerrccuurryy

Natalee Sassaman, Pottstown High School
Hometown: Pottstown
Activities: softball, soccer, editor of yearbook, key club, National Honor

Society
Fundraising activities: "I'm a traditional fundraiser. Car washes. Instead of

a bake sale, I might do a popsicle sale. And put cans out," Natalee said.
Work outside of school: Natalee is a hostess at TGI Friday's in Coventry

Mall.
Volunteer activities: at the Arch of Chester County, she swims with mentally

and physically handicapped people, and reads with students.
Next year's plans: Lehigh University, engineering major
Why do you want to be the Queen of Pottstown?
"Because I'm from Pottstown," she said, recognizing that her residence

doesn't exactly distinguish herself completely from the other two contestants.
"I would be a good representative," she said.

Natalee Sassaman

Angela Paolucci, Pottsgrove High School
Hometown: Pottstown
Activities: field hockey, lacrosse, key club, executive council, varsity club
Fundraising activities: a powder puff game at school, in addition to a "Mr.

Pottsgrove" men's fashion and talent show, and car washes.
Work outside of school: Angela does some seasonal work during the sum-

mer and winter seasons.
Volunteer activities: she participates in key club blood drives and commu-

nity cleanups, in addition to a community meals program.
Next year's plans: Bloomsburg University, elementary education major
Why do you want to be the Queen of Pottstown?
"I ran for princess in ninth grade. I'm excited and determined to run my

senior year." She is looking for a bit of redemption after losing her bid for the
princess crown a few years ago.

Angela Paolucci

Paige Francesco
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1979 queen Crissy Dennis

PPhhoottooss  bbyy  JJoohhnn  SSttrriicckklleerr,,  DDaann  CCrreeiigghhttoonn//TThhee  MMeerrccuurryyFormer Queens

1983 Queen Stacey Greenwood

1987 queen Tammy Little

1997 queen Laura Follweiler

1997 Homecoming queen
Laura Follweiler places

the crown on 1998 home-
coming queen Danelle
Howard of Pottstown.

Pottsgrove's Desiree
Oxenford is crowned the 4th
of July 1999 Homecoming

Queen by 1998 Queen
Danelle Howard of

Pottstown.  2001 queen Mary Cappelletti of St Pius X, 
Michelle Christman of St Pius X 2000 queen 

2003 queen Weekley 2006 queen Emily Sassaman 2007 queen Courtney Sanford 
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MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt
www.pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN - The famous Fourth of
July caps will be sold again this year, and
they're still just $5 each, as they have been
since 1985.

This year's hats are embroidered with the
new Pottstown Fourth of July logo which
was created specially for this year's 30th
Anniversary event. "1978-2008" is embroi-
dered on the bill of the cap.

These popular hats will be sold at the
parade Friday morning July 4, and in
Memorial Park July 3.

Organizers of the annual Pottstown
Fourth of July Homecoming Celebration
urge people who want a cap to wave down
one of the golf carts selling them at the
parade or park because these collector items
go quickly.

The funds raised from the hat helps cover
the cost of the Fourth's celebration.

4th of July Celebration, Friday, July 4, 2008 / 21
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New 30th Anniversary cap tops off Fourth of July

Photo courtesy of July 4 committee
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MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt

POTTSTOWN - Music from a country band and west-
ern American cuisine such as pulled pork and chili will
be part of the July 3 "Wild, Wild West Casino and
Auction Night." 

This night will be the featured event for the 2008
Fourth of July celebration. The public is invited to
Trilogy Park (formerly Gruber pool), located off
Manatawny Street, from 6 to 9:30 p.m. 

Musical entertainment is to include Four Faces West,
Pennsylvania's "high energy" country band. The country-
style buffet consists of Texas Road House favorites such
as pulled pork, chili, salad, baked potatoes, baked beans,
green beans and rolls. Beverage options are iced tea and
lemonade.

Rita's Italian Ice of Charlotte Street will have a cool
dessert for visitors as well. 

In addition to the food, casino games and auction, a
children's area will be set up and monitored by the
Summer Adventure Camp counselors. Parents are
encouraged to bring their kids' bathing suits, as many of
the activities will involve water balloons, water slides and
other related activities.

As always, organizers have planned a "mad candy
scramble." 

For adults, a few unusual contests await. Shootout at
the OK Corral (Showdown at Sundown), Redneck Golf

and a "best dressed" theme contest are in the works. 
The price of admission is $30 per person; $15 for chil-

dren 12 and under. A table for six sells for $150.
Admission prices include all of the above activities

and food, in addition to $10,000 in startup "casino
cash." Additional money may be purchased throughout
the event.

Pottstown residents can receive a $5 discount off the
price of admission by purchasing tickets between June
23 and June 27 at either the parks and recreation office
or Trilogy Park. The discount is part of Pottstown
Community Appreciation Days. 

Over $2,500 worth of gifts and prizes will be available
for bidding during the auction. A prize list is to be avail-
able in the parks and recreation office after July 1. 

In addition to borough offices and Trilogy Park, tick-
ets may also be purchased at the Pottstown Police
Athletic League's main office (at King and Hanover
streets), or from any member of the July Fourth
Homecoming Committee and the Pottstown Optimists.
Five dollars from the sale of each ticket will be returned
to the selling organization in support of their programs.

Organizers are still in need of about 20 volunteers to
work as dealers, pit bosses, and game managers. Those
interested in helping out or receiving more information
may contact John Reber at 610-970-6607.

Reber promises a fun and "wild" event. 

Pottstown promises a 'wild' Fourth Wild, 
Wild West Casino and Auction Night, July 3, 2008

Four Faces West bring romping "high energy" 
country to Wild West Casino & Auction Night

Four Faces West is based in the Lehigh
Valley area and has been bringing the best
Top 40 country and classic country music to
audiences in the tri-state area for more than
five years. The talented members are all vet-
eran musicians from local country bands.
They also have spent some time playing rock,
oldies, R&B, and bluegrass.

The band consists of Scott Miller, vocals
and acoustic guitar; Chris Jones, pedal steel
and acoustic guitar; Phil Pilorz, lead guitar
and vocals; Stacey Schrauger, bass and
vocals; and Robert Eisenhard, drums and
vocals.

The band spends a lot of time playing the
Poconos, the Wilkes Barre/Scranton area,
and of course, the Lehigh Valley. They are
very excited to be involved in Pottstown's 4th
of July celebrations and the Wild West
Casino Night at the park July 3.

(See FOUR FACES WEST on page 23)
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RECOMMENDED BY FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS SINCE 1968

610-489-9098     610-724-6104

Your Full Service Designer
Builder Contractor

• Additions
• Alterations
• Kitchens

• Baths
• Windows
• And More

SEE US ON THE DISCOVERY CHANNEL PROGRAM “GIMME SHELTER 1”

Also the band is anticipating the experience of playing
at Trilogy Park BMX's Keystone National BMX Race
August 9. 

"This should be a great time," says drummer Robert
Eisenhard.  "Thanks go to the dedicated track operators,
Glen and Cathy Knapper, they are really helping out the
town, and all of the kids in the area."

(FOUR FACES WEST from page 22)

Four Faces West bring romping "high energy" 
country to Wild West Casino & Auction Night
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MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt
www.pottsmerc.com

POTTSTOWN - Strike up the band, the popular Teen
Idol contest returns this year with a new crop of young
local singers.

This fourth annual contest will be held July 4, 5 - 6:45
p.m. on the Main Stage in Memorial Park. The seven-
teen contestants will all be competing for prize money.
First place will win $500, second place will win $200,
and third will win $200 respectively. 

The contestants are representing their schools;
Boyertown, Oley, Owen J. Roberts, Phoenixville,
Pottsgrove, Pottstown, St. Pius X and home school.

In addition to showcasing their talent, the contestants
will also combine to form a chorus and sing two patriot-
ic numbers mid-contest and finish with the traditional
"God Bless America" at contest's end.  The chorus will
be directed by Caitie McDonald.

Previous winners Shaina Ward (First Place 2006) and
Angela D'Andrea (Second Place 2007) will entertain the
crowd as judges finalize winners. Jay Warren will join
Ward and D'Andrea to MC the event. 

In event of inclement weather, the event will be moved
to Pottstown High School. 

The contest is sponsored this year by WPAZ who will
feature the winners on the air. The contest performances
will also be filmed for television by PCTV. 

Local students to showcase strong song 
talent in 4th Annual Teen Idol contest

Isiah Robinson (not pictured)  -  Justin Fava (not pictured)

Devan Balaguer Cordilia Arcay Bronson Taylor Natasha Dakota Alexa Morefield

Kendal Conrad Alyssa Reape Megan Heinrich Marianna Serpiello Todd Sutter

Audrey Carl Ashley Mitchell Madisyn Desieno Kelsey Snyder Konrad Geiser
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We refill DELL and all other major brands while you shop!

SAVE 50% OR MORE BY REFILLING

PRINTERPRINTER
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REFILLREFILL
SERVICESERVICE
$$33.25.25--$$1919.75.75
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REFILLREFILLREFILL
TONERTONERTONER

CARTRIGES!CARTRIGES!CARTRIGES!
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Monday - Saturday 10-9

Local writer and Mercury staffman Chris March is selling a charity music mix to help raise money for
the Pottstown Relay For Life this summer. To order your copy, send a check written out to "The
American Cancer Society" for $5 to The Mercury, ATTN: Chris March/Songs For Relay, 24 N. Hanover
Street, Pottstown, PA 19464. Or just drop it off at The Mercury. Please include your return address.
100% of the proceeds benefit The Pottstown Relay For Life. The mix includes songs by artists such as
The Fray, John Mayer, Radiohead, and more. For more information, email cmarch@pottsmerc.com.
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My name is Joseph A. Camaho. I have lived in Pottstown area all my
life. I am half American Indian (Cherokee/Navajo) and Pennsylvania
Dutch. Presently, I am 64 years young with three grown children, three
grandchildren, and one great-grandbaby on the way.

I went to high school at Owen J. Roberts and graduated in 1961.  In
1966, I enlisted in the Army for three years, stationed in Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, and also in Landstahl, Germany.

I had been employed at Robinson Clay for nine years, Firestone for
about five, and I have 25 years experience as a welder. After realizing that
I spent a little less than half of my life in welding, I decided to pursue
what I was called to do: massage therapy.  I am currently employed at
Toppers Spa Salon in Devon and have been for six years.

We recently celebrated Pottstown's 250th birthday. To honor this, I
was asked to organize the Indian Pow Wow in the park. For a little back-
ground information, I am a member of the Southeastern Cherokee
Confederacy and on their council as the Medicine Man. 

My father, Oneil "Chief" Camaho was full-blood American Indian. My
father and I have spoken at many schools in the area, telling our people's
tales and folklore. Since his passing in 1991, the Camaho name lives on. 

I feel greatly honored to be asked by the Fourth of July Committee to
be Grand Marshal of the Fourth of July Parade. My father will be very
proud.

Wa Do ("Thank you" in Cherokee).

Meet Pottstown's 2008 Fourth of July
Parade Grand Marshal
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902 E. HIGH ST., POTTSTOWN
(610) 327-4810

Total Car Care Repair

SPECIALS FOR SAFE SUMMER VACATION DRIVING!

Tire and
Automotive

Now...The Ultimate Precision
Wheel Alignment

SAVE $10
AND STRETCH GAS MILEAGE!

We use the latest
computerized electronic
test equipment...
•Extended Tire Life
•Enjoy Better Handling
•Enjoy A Smoother Ride
•Ensure Safe Driving

WITH THIS COUPON
at Mid-Town Tire

902 High St., Pottstown 610-327-4810
Thru 8/30/08

WITH THIS COUPON
at Mid-Town Tire

902 High St., Pottstown 610-327-4810
Thru 8/30/08

FOR
MOST

MODELS

FOR OLDER
MODELS
& REAR
WHEEL
DRIVE

Precision
4-Wheel Alignment......$69.95

     w/coupon.......-10.00

YOU
PAY

$59.95
Regular Alignment ......$59.95

     w/coupon.......-10.00
YOU
PAY

$49.95
17916601

Joseph A. Camaho - Parade Grand Marshal
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Don't miss this year's thrilling Fourth of July Parade Flyover.  The pilots soaring the blue yonder this year are proud to
take to the skies over Pottstown's parade.  Leading the formation this year will be Tom Notzel in his Cirrus SR20. Flying
left wing is Philip Davis in the Zlin242L. And Don Bailey will be flying the right wing in his piper 

The 2008 Parade Flyover
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•Mini-Ballet Theme Camps Age 4-7
•Full Day Camps Age 8-18;

Includes Ballet, Jazz, Modern
Dance, Hip-Hop, Irish Dance, Afri-
can Dance, Nutrition, Anatomy,
Improvisation and more!

•Mini Ballet Boot Camp Age 8-12
•Mini-Jazz Camp Age 8-12
•Mini-Modern Camp Age 8-12
•Mini Hip-Hop Camp Age 10-15
•Ballet Boot Camp Age 12-18

w/Ballet Master Andrei Ustinov
of Kirov Ballet

POTTSTOWN
DANCE

THEATRE

Dance Camp For All Ages

72 W. Main St.
Pottstown, PA

610-323-2569

Students in
full day camp receive
a presentation from

a professional
dancer!

17776901

Pottstown's Memorial Park is a 50+
acre facility situated on the Manatawny
Creek before it meets the Schuykill River.
Parking is off-site for the many events
which take place here on the Fourth.
Look on page 8 for a schedule of shuttle
times and a map of FREE downtown
parking lots.

Events are held throughout the park,
along with the popular craft show along
the creek, and the Rubber Duck Race in
the creek.

Music is free-of-charge. Most acts will
play at the Main Stage, near King Street
and the creek. Bring your lawn chair and
a hat if you have not purchased one of
the collectable souvenir caps.

Hot Air Balloons will be inflated
(weather permitting) around 6 p.m. on
Thursday and Friday. Tethered rides may
be available.

Fireworks are set off in a remote sec-
tion of the park at 9:30 p.m. Bring a blan-
ket and join the thousands who view our
area's largest blockbuster display.

At Memorial Park
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Thousands come out for our two-hour-long parade
every July 4, and this year is no different. If you like fire
trucks, old cars, floats, marching bands, string bands,
and the loudest calliope you'll ever hear, this is your
parade.

It starts at High and Keim Sreets in Pottstown's East
End at 10:15 a.m., following a three-plane formation fly-
over. At Adams Street, the fire trucks are added to the
route through Historic Downtown Pottstown. At the
Town Clock on High and Charlotte streets, WPAZ
broadcasts live. 

Are you thirsty? The Boy Scouts and other groups sell
water along the route.

Feeling Patriotic? Buy a flag for $1.00 and help the
committee, or buy one of the souvenir caps for $5.00.
Since 1985, the price hasn't gone up, and these collec-
tor's items go fast. Just wave down a golf cart for a hat or
flag.

Hungry? 
Stop in for breakfast at the Goodwill Fire Company at

High and Bailey Streets, or lunch on the sidewalk in
front of the Elks, caddy corner from the Borough Hall at
High and York Streets.

Where to sit? If you like crowds, downtown is the
place to be. If you want to enjoy the parade in the shade,
you'll like it in front of the Hill School. There is no park-

ing along the parade route, but there are plenty of FREE
parking lots around Downtown Pottstown. Check out
the map on page 8 for more information.

Shuttle service will also be available on the Fourth,
and additional free parking will be available at the
MCCC West Campus.

Pottstown's Fourth of July Parade, 2008
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906 N. Charlotte St.

610-705-1858
Tues.-Fri. 9-6 Sat. 8-3

Walk-In Service•Help Wanted

17
8

6
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01

MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt

POTTSTOWN - The Fourth of July committee will
honor former committee members who have recently
passed with a memorial service dedication on the
Fourth.

Everyone is cordially invited to attend the service on
Friday, July 4, 2008 from 1 - 1:30 p.m.

Those to be honored are Alvin "Gabby" Renninger,
Wayne Deegan, and Bob Kurtz.

The dedication will take place in Memorial park just
off of the King Street entrance, on the left. 

For more information on Fourth of July events please
visit the new Web site at www.pottstownjuly4th.org or
call the Pottstown Parks and Recreation office at 610-
970-6608.

Memorial Service Dedication for Fourth 
of July Committee members

WAYNE DEEGAN ROBERT KURTZ ALVIN “GABBY” RENNINGER

MMeerrccuurryy  SSttaaffff  RReeppoorrtt

POTTSTOWN - This year's July Fourth
Homecoming Celebration will feature a Dollar Day
Discounts on the big day, July 4.

The event will run from 1 -  4 p.m. featuring $1 per
ride on the amusements in Memorial Park. This dis-
counted price is a great value for the whole family to
come out and enjoy the rides together before the fire-
works at night. 

For more information on the 4th of July events
please visit the new Web site at www.pottstownju-
ly4th.org or call the Pottstown Parks and Recreation
office 610-970-6608.

Ride the July 4 amusements 
for cheap this year

See Full Slideshow
online at
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Total Fundraising Goal = $60,000

Includes monetary and in-kind contributions

Event Sponsors
Historic Pottstown Neighborhood Association (White Sponsor) $1,000
Pottstown Memorial Medical Center (Baby Contest Sponsor) $3,500
Pottstown Area Health & Wellness Foundation (5K Race Sponsor, BMX Race) $1,000
Pottstown Parks and Recreation (Miscellaneous) $1,000
Bechtelsville Walmart (Sponsor) TBA
Diamond Federal Credit Union (Blue Sponsor) $500
Express Data Systems (Blue Sponsor) $500
Robert E. Little Inc., John Deere (Friends of the Chair) $500
National Penn Bank (Lottery Calendar Sponsor) $500
Pottstown Farmers Market (Lottery Calendar Sponsor) $500
Texas Road House Restaurant of Royersford  (Casino Night Sponsor - Catering) $500
Rita's Italian Ice - Charlotte Street (Casino Night Sponsor - Dessert) $500
Marturano Recreation Inc. (Blue Sponsor) $500
1370 WPAZ Radio (Teen Idol Sponsor) $300
Fr. Bally Council #1192 - Knights of Columbus (Miscellaneous) $250
Joe Wannish (Web site hosting Sponsor) $125
James Smale (Web site hosting Sponsor) $100
Dolan Law Office LLC (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
Main Line Financial Advisors (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
Carousel at Pottstown (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
P. Richard Frantz A. I. A. (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
In Memory of Ruth Frantz, Mary & Dick Frantz (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
D. G. March Associates Inc. (Friends of the Chair) $100
Tri-County Chamber of Commerce (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
Anonymous (Friends of the Fourth Sponsor) $100
Cutillo's Restaurant (Event Poster Sponsor) $200
C. Sharkey Enterprises Inc. (Friends of the Chair) $75
Dustee's Parents Love a Parade $50
From the Baer's - Pat, Ted, Coco, Tillie & Jake $50
Sanatoga Water Conditioning $50
Richard Linderman $30
Elsie A. Norton (In Memory of my husband Earl "Smokey" Norton) $50
Phyllis and Roger Villano $20
Joseph Wanish (In Memory of Joseph Wanish Jr. and Earl C. Rimel) $50
Schumacher & Benner Funeral Home & Crematory $50
Pottstown German Club Inc. $100
Pottstown Clubmen's Pool League $100
Pottstown Clubmen Shuffle Board League $50
Pottstown Clubmens Assn. $50
Edward & Donna Hodacz $50
Pottstown Chapter of AARP $50
Sear Retirees Pottstown $100
The Sweeney Family $25
In Memory of Ed Jameson $20
In Memory of Nick Dinnocenti by Ann $25
In Memory of "Harry The Horse" from Bob and Kate $25
In Memory of my friend Roscoe - From Wheels $15
Evans, Hauseman & Richard Inc. $50
Little Italy Ristorante $100
Charles Pisher $10
Paul Norton $20
Anonymous $20
Total of all Sponsorships and cash donations $13,240

The Honor Roll
This year's contributions to Pottstown's Fourth of July, as of June 19.

Door Prize Contributions
Coventry Mall • AAMCO • Reading Phillies • 4th of July Homecoming Committee • Amy's Attic • AAA of Pottstown • Memories & More 

• Pottstown Parks and Recreation • Marriott - Courtyard Valley forge Collegeville

In-Kind Contributions
The Mercury • J. P. Mascaro • Montgomery County Community College • Stearley Motor Freight • Pottstown School District 

• Borough of Pottstown • 4th of July Homecoming Committee Members • CMD Services • Printing Images Inc. • Twin Ponds Golf Course  
• Sherwin Williams Pottstown

The Fourth of July Celebration cannot go on without your support!
To contribute to the Fourth of July fund, send a check made payable to Fourth of July Committee to: Mary Ann Peters, c/o Pottstown Fourth of

July Committee, Pottstown School District, P.O. Box 779, Beech and Penn streets, Pottstown, PA 19464. 
Your check may also be dropped off at The Mercury.
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Come in any time during
normal business hours
and get cash for your
unwanted jewelry!
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